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Lei any one who is prompt, to regard my position at this momeut as ex- 
traordiunrj, not foiget tbat the present is ai) extraordiuary time, and that,, 
having no precedent to guide me, I Lave been compelk-d to make saoh 
lespouse to the invitation to address you as my own judgment mightsug- 
(test. No one, therefore, is responsible bnt myself. The Church to which 
1 have the honor to belong, is not u political body, and hai iio politics — 
none whatever In ecclesiastical matters she speaks for lierself through 
her own accred tig B t 1 ff 1 has no voice, and wants 

none. 8o th t wl f h ra rob rs ises any strictly civil 

Tight, he doe t w Ih t 1 wl dging her authority, or 

wishing to be d t d I w her behalf. In becom- 

ii« a miniete fig t h Ita I ply pledged myself to do 

nothing whicl ght as b! b [tit fleet injury upon that 
office. My address to night will not do so . the God of the Bible is the 
Lord of nations, and every crisis in their history is but a revelation oF 
His Providence. I am not afraid to speak, here or elsewhere, what I be- 
lieve to be the teachings of (hat Providence. But no one can see all sides 
at once ; I give what appears to be tiie truth from my own point of view. 
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Before proceeding to do so, let mc state the issue. It has been done for 
meia alaU) speeob by Judge Roberta of our Supreme Court : 

"The great question before the American people is : shall tbe institution 
of slavery bo put upon asure basis of gradual extinction. The Northern 
controlliug majorities say it shaH. The South say it shall not. And 
that is the is.^jue." ■ 

The man who would dispute that statement of the question is so far 
behind the times that it would take all night to got back to him. I pro- 
ceed: in the same speech it is shown that the measures adopted at Ihe 
North for tlie extinction of slavery have now gained advantages which 
" cannot bo successfully opposed, or avcrfcd, except by prompt St*t« 
action, and that we are justified in pursuing that remedy to any CKtcnt 
that may be necessary to secure our endangered rights." After showing 
that a State Conrcnlion may be called, with or withoutthe sanction of tha 
State authorities. Judge Roberta teaches that " it may declare the peo- 
ple absolved from their fealty to the General Government." He further 

"The remedy itself (that is, secession) may be adopted conditionally, 
for the purpose of placing the State on equal terms in treating for an ad- 
justment of satisfactory guarantees against future violations of its rights, 
or absolutely for the purpose of fiual separation." 

This I regard as very important, because it affords a " platform " upon 
which all can unite. Those who think " something should be done," can 
here find a decided position — leaving time and the progress of events to 
determine whether they will demand " final separation " or yield to such 
proposals for continuing tbe Union as the North miy choose to make. 
Any less decided giound than this, IjTegard as very uusafe at the present 
time. As to the fears of precipitation which may be entertained by some, 
I cannot better express myself thau in the noble, generous and just 
words of Judge Roberts : 

" I have no fears that inconsiderate rashness will control them. They 
have pondered upon the issues of this crisis long and well. It ia not 
tinexpected. They have their minds made up about it. There is no agra- 
rian spirit in this country. There is no war of classes. There is no conflict 
between labor and capital. Our people are not asking or seeking lo eitort 
any favors from the government to themselves, or deprive others of any 
lights. They have no motive or desire for a social rupture at home. Tlieir 
excitement arises from an entirely opposite cause — a high resolve now 
to throw themselves into the breach, not to desi roy but to protect rigbis ; 
not to destroy property, but to protect property ; not to destroy life, but 
to make life worth having ; not to produce discord, but to end it. Their 
excitement is not s shallow, noisy riffle, but a deep irresistible current, 
founded on the firmest conviction of tbe mind. I do not distrust the peo- 
ple of my State. I will not yield to any argument founded on their want; 
of discretion, want of intelligenec, want of integilty to act for themselves, 
in a serious emergency, and to act now upon it." 

And now, fellow -citizens, I give my own solemnly entertained opinion 
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as to " the duty of thp Siutberii SUtes in the present crisis." These are 
the words of roy mvitation to address jnu : my reply — given of course 
under atull convtction of tlie weakness of human judgment— is, that the 
Southern States should now ' strike, and firmly, and ooe stroke," and let 
that stroke be Sepesmos fbou the Federal Ukion ! 

But, It lb snid, we La^e friends at the North— shall we desert them f 
Fellow citizeni, the beet of those friends have long predicted that we 
would be forced to secession, and our continuauce in the Union will be to 
give up, on ourpart.the spirit ot independence and self-respect, which 
made those Northern men our friends. The colonies hail friends in Great 
Britain— some of the moat influeutial and high- spirited men of the realm— 
who predicted the revolution as a result of the policy of aggression. Had 
not tie colonies seceded, those men would have been found false witnesses 
of freedom herself, or of the minds " nourished in the wild," 



Od Infant Wasliinstou," 

It is due to our truest Northern friends that we secede. They are beg- 
ging ue to relieve them of the burden of their helpless stiuggle against 
fanaticism. Others seem to be faintly hoping that " something may be 
doiie ;" and still others— that laige class which belicvo that slavery is an 
evil to be tolerated only according to contract — are melting away in the 
fierce glare of abolitionism, like suow before the flame. When it wascth 
waj'm, they vanish; what time it is hot they are consumed out of their 
places. The utterances of the Plymouiii pulpit ai'e very good specimeus 
of the preponderant Northern sentiment. Here is a quotation from a. 
report of a late thanksgiving discourse : 

"He counseled forbearance, indulgence, respect for the riirhts of the 
■ several States. He spoke eloquently and kindly of the Sotitti. Our 
interests in commercial and nianiifacturcs were coincident. We shared 
a common historic glory. We can feel toward them iio'onvy nor jealousy, 
"We must stand by the original bond— by the Constitution. ' Wo will earn- 
estly fulfill every duty to the Sonlh, and wo will do no moicHiough tho 
heavens fall, though States unclasp fJieir hands, and IhuTJuion is severed." 

This sounds liberal ; but let me read again from tho same sermon ; 

" On the question before the country we must take sides. Which should, 
we take ? If we take the north sido, we go for civilization ; if wo take 
the south side, we go for barbarism. Ihere were good people at the 
South. Ho spoke of institutions, and insisted that those of the North were 
on the side of civilization and those of the South ou the side of barbai'- 
ism. The prevailing contlict was a conflict between civilization and bar- 
harism. Tlie South and the North in the early days of the Republic 
found engrafted upon them ^le poisonous colonial seeds of slavery.— 
The North abandoned the institntion, the South cherished it. We now 
reap a harvest of peace, the Soath reaps a harvest of tumults ni.d agitations. 
They expect to be as well off with their curse, as we are without Tt, They 
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»re not, and tbpy eipect us to make it up to them. For thia rcuon our 
goTernmcQt has been forced into a falae position and placed in the chftrw- 
terofan unjust judge. The Southern Slates are founded on a BTstcm of 
societj rotten at the core ; the North has a Tital heart. The two syBt«ina 
are in conflict. One or the other must yield. Either liberty must give 
way, or oppression succumb." 

Another speaker, the Eev. Dr. Bellows, of New York, who always 
speaks kindly of the South, and has not a fibre of the mere fanatic in his 
composition, bore this testimony on the same day : (Nov. 29, 1860.) 

"The speaker then adverted to thegrowth of the anti-fllavery sentiment 
itt the Korth, and msintained that the natural repugnance to that inatilu- 
tion waa inevitsble and irresistible. This confederacy, henceforth, was lo 
be governed in the interests of freedom. The North could not alter her 
moial code, nor lay aside her deliberate ooavictions or abolish her popular 
majorities. The free States cannot take a step baukvTards." 

This is afair sample of "the larger portion of northern friendship for the 
south and from such friendship we must efl^eot a speedy del ive ran ob> before 
it proves ourTuin. Our commercial friends at the North will be as much our 
friends after Becession, aa Ihej were before. 

But it is askpd, Will not secession deepen the eonftiotj of the border ? 
I think it will be tho best peace measure we cftn adopt. Suppose Che 
Northern States were slaveholding : there would then be a " free oouotry" 
along Iheir Northern borders. Would there be border difficulties with 
Canada? There would not and why? Bceanse religion, and pliyloso- 
pby, morality and all other good things, combine to make people living 
under different governments, let each otl.er alone. It is much easier 
then, for each lo say, " we have nothing to do with the matter," so far 
as tie iatereatsof the other are coiicerned, than where they are btond 
together under the same Constitution, and subjected to the agitations of 
popular elections. Give the North slaves ; annex Canada, then the atrug- 
gle for the control of the Government oommences, and then commences 
also, (he growthaof fanatioiam, sectional hales aud burdcrwarfarea, rank, 
dcadlj'and irrepressible. 

Break up the struggle for the power of the Federal Government, and 
you will give such pence and security lo the border as it never can enjoy 
while that conflict lasts, and last it will, under the prtacnt rate of 
things, forever, or until slavery is extei'niinafcd. 

But, suppose theNortliern States were to repeal their Personal Liberty 
Bills, and give bonds to keep the peace, either by pledges or by sa 
amendment of the Conatitution, would, you then be willing to give up the 
idea of aeeeasion ? For myself. I answer, unequivocally, I would not. 
"Were the North now to grant us everything we might ask, t^ere would 
be a large minority tliere opposed to it, which would, in a few years, be- 
come the majority on that very question as an issue. By that time, the 
South would be powerless to resist, or to secede. Now. I think, is the 
tide in her afluirs, which if not taken at the flood will leave her hope- 
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fcssly astraad, Vfa are nnt now thnt strength ivliich -we w*re 
days when we commenced to ooncedn and oomprooiiae ; but, I t 
can b« ndded — 



I turn from these topica to others, of which these are, probably, bat 
tiie indicators. We seem to be brouglit face to face with a revelatioQ of 
ProTJdence in liistcry. Govercment and nationality sre among the most 
potent means wliich God has chosen for the moral and religioua elera.' 
tioD of niankind. He it is that appoints nations their " bounds of habita- 
tion." lo tlie end that they may feel after Him and find Him. These are 
Hifl own words; and wherever a people are called to deliberate upon the 
formation of an independent government, they deal with principles aa 
sacred aa morality and religion can mate them. 

God has three great records : tlie book of inspiration, the book of nature, 
and the book of history. Thej all agree. But thefirst namei3 is the key 
lo the othucB. I have just now quoted a passage which proclaims separate 
nationalities to be among the means of moral elevation. ature and his- 
tory concur — the one with her differences of surface and climate produces 
the yarieties of the " one blood " which are necessary to separate gov- 
ernments, and the other holds up her record of events to show that judi- 
cious separations of men into independent nationalities is the necessary law 
of human progress. I say " eeparations," because addition comes before 
division. Looking backward to antiquity you see vast aggregations of men. 
These were not nations, but the material out of which nations were to be 
made. Before the hirth of seiences and ideas, man were overwhelmed by 
the vBstness of material Batare, and huddled togethei' in swarms. It was 
the sentiment of fear which gilthered them on the plains of Shinar to 
build the Tk)wer of Babel ; and ever since, that same sentiment of fear 
has been causing them to unite for some similar impossible end of safety. 
God then visited them with confusion of speech, which must have involved 
differences in the method of arriving at truth as well as in the sounds 
and signs by which it is eipressed. Ideas are, indeed, the basis of nation- 
alitiea. Every one must agree with tlie philoaopliy wliioh declares that no 
nation which has not an idea to work out has any excuse for its eiistence. 
Has the world gone backward i No sane man can believe it. If it has 
gone forward, most certainly it has progressed from the epoch of chaotic 
agglomeration to the epoch of harmonious diversity. This at least is 
the tendency. It is the true spirit of the age. The nations, if such they 
can he called, whioli are at tjie greatest distance from it are the most bar- 
barous. What is the condition of the dissolution of the Chinese and 
Russian empires? The progress of enlightenment Who believes that 
England can retain her vast colonial possessions any longer than the mo- 
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meet when they first begin to think t No aooner did the- revolutionBry 
fatliers get adjusted to their new position and begin to CBet their eyes 
about them, than the queation of Beparation from England began to be 
agitated. It mattered not that she wbb the mother country ; abd that 
the lands of the new people were held in her Daroe— that she had hvlraan 
law, associations and powers on her side; tlie colonies had the law of Pro- 
videnoe on theirs— the law that "the element of division is the condi- 
tion of history." Nor obq any sentiment call baek, or any power ohect 
the flow of historical development. Ever and anon eeoeesioii has becoma 
a necessity, from the days of Abraham fo the days of Wasliington and 
Garibaldi. Nor will it ever cease lo become a necessity so long aa the 
law of growth prevails. My own impreaalon is that two or more nations 
were boru at once on the 4th of July 1776, and that the ConstitulJou waa 
the nurse appointed to take care of them until tliey became able to take 
cara of themselves. The Constitution was not their mother ; they were 
born of history ; and they inherit her instinct of division. It has been 
manifesting itself through all the period, of their childhood, and has now 
taken possession of their reason, and their conscience, and will never reat 
until it has been embodied in mt. Their reluctant acceptsnee of the Union 
was the first prophecy of its dissolution, and all the events aince that time 
have been conspiring to the fulfilimenE of that prophecy. The present 
appeal of the Constitution to the South is much like Pharaoh's daughter 
might have been to Moees i ■' I found you floating a helpless thing upon 
the Nile, and have protected you until you are grown to manhood and to 
greatness." •' Nevertheless," tlie conduct of tlie Israelitish law giver 
seemed to say, " 1 am not your son." He had "come to years." So the 
South, grown out of her minority, refuses to be called the daughter of the 
Constitution. She knows better. She feels it in her bones. Long as she 
has been to school in the house of the Constitution, she has Jiot forgotten 
her mother ; and when the old lady comes to the door and ealle, tie voice 
of nature averts its supremacy. The daughter was loaned, not given, to 
tlie schoolmaster ; she will eo where she beJong.s. j 

The argument that we have dojie well under the Constitution is fallacious. 
It is iuat the same as to say that because a boy has done well as an ap- 
prentice, he should never be a boss. The change from infancy to man- 
hood may be very gradual and delightful ; but that will hardly avail to 
keep one forever within the bounds of irresponsible progress. See, what 
aobange! Atfirst the North was in favor of the slave trade because it 
provided employment for her ships, while the South was opposed to it be- 
cause she had no employment for the slaves. Just then commenced what 
the historians call " an astonishing career of discovery." Hargravea 
with his Jenny is followed by Arkwright with his spinning frame, and Cart- 
wright with his loom, and Whitney with his gin, and Watt with hia steam- 
engine. Nothing like this serie's of discoveries is known in the history of 
science. Millions are dependent upon them for bread, and hundreda of 
millions for comforL Previously to 1790 the United States did not ei- 
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unless we do what the English elavelioldm^ colonies could or would not 
do — set up an independent government. As matters now stand Northern 
operatives and employers, instead of adjusting theirownrelationa,joinin 
demonstrations against the South, and the South, in turn, eoni plains that 
these unjuet and ignorant attacks upon her social system prevent her front 
discharging her full duty to the slave. God has given the South some 
millions of slaves to christianize ; and before they have learned the duty 
of obedience, the North etirs them to rebellion with notions of liberty, 
and then laughs at the South for attempting to make anything presentable 
out of such an institution. Wiiy 1 Underneath the whole agitation lies 
a false idea of moral responsibility. And this is fostered by holding the 
North to a connection with, slavery, until in her dietress to shake it off 
she nulli^es the Federal Compact by the action of her Stale Legislatures, 
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and violates aacreJ an J essential usage in llio ckilion of a PreBiJentijI 
tjckat of ber own— a ticket for which do Soathern State could have east an 
elootoral vote without inourriDg everlasting disgrace. And yet it i.% 
ptopoaed to submit to the inftagurotiou ->f auch an administration in all 
the SUtea ot tbe South ? On the day when that ia dona the apirit of the 
South is broten forever. " If the salt have lost its sayor wherewith aliall 
it be salted !— it is thenceforth fit for nothing but to be cast out and trod- 
den under foot of man." A wise man assures us that tbe blessing of 
Judah and Issachar wiU never meet— no people can be at ones the 
lion's whelp and the ass between burdens. It would seem that Froti 



_ -.'moved from our position 
in the Union every plea but that of absolute vassalage. Letuenotmabe 
ourselves ashamed to walk the soil of the South, while wa live, and 
ashamed to lie down beueatli it wheu we die! 

There is no need, however, to trouble ourselves with imaginary evils. 
The South will not submit. As I have before inUmated, we are just a 
commencement cf the epoch of diaiutegralion. Europe is struggling [o 
break the chains of old alliances, and to adjust her nati on alitier accord- 
ing to their true relationships. Ou!' peaceable division will do more to 
prevent bloodshed in these inevitable Beparations, than all other causes 
combined. Those who thiak our continued Union necessary to the force 
of our example, may be gieatly mistaken. Suppose wo form two separate 
governments without striking a blow, what greater triumph of Christian 
civilization could he eihibilad ! It would be as much more influential for 
good, than the continuance of the Union eould be, as it is more in accord- 
ance with the spirit of history, and the requirements of tlie age. Peace 
hath ber victories no less renowned than war. Secession would be a 
revolution withuut anarchy, and without tbe shedding of a drop of blood. 
The example would rise on tbe world as the dawn of a new era in human 
affairs. Nothing contributes more to the perpetuation of war than the old 
condition of its neces.sity— that nothing can be done without it. Hitherto 
wo have thought secession impossible without war, and some have been 
doing their best to tJiink bo still. But the rapid progress of events toward 
it, has thrown tbe ray of peace upon every dark cloud ot the iiDBginalion. 
The old fighting impulse wakes up, and, with the instinct of courage, sees 
that there is nothing for it to do, and lies down to sleep again. Ho : the 
revolution is to be wholly amoral one, and it is as inevitable as it is moral. 
Let us see further why I think se. 

When, just about one year ago, Mr. Charles O'Conor. delivered hia 
opinion at the Union meefing in Kew York, that the Union must be 
abandoned, or that public sentiment at the North must turn away from 
political leaders who talk of negro slavery being an evil— or a bad bar. 
gain which must be tolerated on^ as a bad bargain— and come fully ox-er 
to the ground that slavery was "just, benign, lawful and proper," every- 
body at the South felt the force and truth of that position. But Northern 
sentiment never can be brought to that slate. There is one thing that 



;0t>yGoOglC 



«ould do it, and oqp aloiie, aiid that H ihe eatafilishmelit of slavery in the 
Hortliern Staiea. No moral idea c»n survive where there are no corres- 
ponding aiternal facts to sustain it The Southern people thetoBelies 
■couid not believe in the justice, benignity and propriety of Rlavery, if 
fhej did not come in daily contact vjith it. If it did not interweave 
itself with their domestic relations; if they were not bound to it by the 
duties and sympathies growing out of the relation of master and aer- 
Tant ; — if, in aword, it did not touch tlie heart it could never do much 
with the mind. Our servants must play with our children ; we must 
■bear them ia our arms, ere jet the wool has lost its eariy brown ; we must 
lean over their sick couches, and receive in turn the anodyne or the new 
position on the be J of pain from their hands, in order that feelings inei- 
preesible as they are deep and tender may stir the heart — 
"ThsD olll mi»ini, Bhg feel mighty »d, 



Sow the dootriue tiiat slavery is a good broadcast over the mind of a 
people which lias no immediate connection with slaverj-, as often as you 
may, it will never take root. It is sown by the wayside and on stony 
ground, and will always be picked up by the birds of excitement. Kay, 
even admit the ground to be good of its kind, the harvest you eipeet to 
reap from it by such a process, will never do moi'e than aggravate the 
terrors of the famine. Experience has shown that the people of the Xorth 
are hostile to the negro and to slavery ; reason teaches us that they must 
continue to be so ; and tlie plainest dictates of honor and of safety agree 
in requiring us to rid tliem of the federal responsibility for its existence. 
Mr. O'Coiior speaks of philosophy. There are various schools of philoso- 
phy. Mr. Seward's great power over the Northern masses springs from 
bis pbilesophj. His teachings of tlie "itrepresaible conflict," of "a ballot 
lor every man or a bullet for every man," are good for the North, but he 
mingles them too easily with Iho dccla t tl t h N th is compelled 
to maintain the army and oavj for the pp t f 1 v, for Northern 
(Wmfort, or for the interest of truth. Th rr v bl ^onRict" exists 
. between labor and capital, aud it is only th t f the North witii 

the South which turns it into the chant If t lad congressional 
eicctions, to our continued annoyance ad i j H maxim "a bullet 
for every man or a, ballot for eveiy ni ry j t u a free society 

where the laborer has to bear the responsibilities of a citizen. It is quite 
comfortable doubtless, for the Koilheru capitalist to pay his operative a 
few shillings for his week's labor, tolling him to be snre to come by the 
polls on Monday morning and vote for the strong anti-slavery catididute. 
One of the strongest abolitionists I have ever .set/ in the North, was a 
seamstress wlio was scolded rudely out of a 'Jqw store, because she 
was five roinnlfis behind the Jiour with the garment, which she had 
made for a price so infinitesimal that, with the best intentions, 1 have not 
^>eeD able to retain it iu my memory. Of such mothers abolitionists are 
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Can we say Ihat this issue is not baCore na 1 Have tb been BiDcere ia 
bolieTiDg our aoeial Bjstem to be morally tight? Have we been walking 
in craflinesB and handliug the word of God deceitfully t If bo, we are 
doomed, unless we renounw our error. If not, we are bound to demand 
for that social system a. place of bsbltation, and a goverament through 
which it cau be expressed. It canaot be morally expressed under tbe same 
government with a people who hold ita essenUat immarality ; tiis drives 
as to all those shifts of compromise which destroy onF honor and sap tbe 
foundations of our iudependence. After having given us this system, 
and a portion of the earth's surface, and after folly pledging us to the one 
ftad the other— to the one by tbe sacred ties of home, uid to the other by 
tbe sacred ties of right and duty. Providence permits the issue ot moral, 
intellectual and governmental depecdence or independence to come upoa 
us too dlstioctiy for evasion. Tbe federal compact bas been broken by 
the other contracting party, and the man who has been elected Presidant 
by the Northern States alone, on a sectional issue, feels that be cannot be 
the President of the South. Hedarenot cUim the right; and the party 
wbichelectedhimclairo theposition for him aa our masters and not as our 
equals. It we submit, it is but an invitation to an easeutially foreign power 
to take our right ot self-government intohia hands. It will be the sale of 
the birth-right, the barter of conscience, and the confession of imbecility. 
Therefore, the genius of the people is awakening (he echoes of the land 
with her call — 

Let II gre«l •Membly be 



Vllnnt the lolemDilr. 
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